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Overview

Stirling Water Polo is now in its last year of its initial 4 year plan and 2014-2015 will see a review being undertaken to put in place how we will take the sport forward in the next planning cycle

Many of the initial squad of 11-13 year olds who started playing polo are still playing now at 15-17 years of age. They have gained invaluable experiences playing this sport that I hope will stay with them for many years.

Our initial plan was deliberately ambitious in order that the Sport could be established quickly and for Stirling to compete at National Age Group Level as soon as practicable.
 
The overall objectives were and still are:
 

· Overarching: To provide a pathway for swimmers to try another aquatic discipline

· Short Term: Build Age Group Water Polo Squads to help retain membership of swimmers in the 14-17 age range who may be or have lost interest in competitive swimming.

· Long Term: Build a Senior Water Polo Squad that will retain Age Group swimmers coming to the end of their competitive careers   

Stirling Water Polo has definitely achieved the first two of these objectives and we continue to aim to play at Senior Level however that is still some way in the future. The first wave of players who have come through Stirling Water Polo are approaching University age and it is hoped that all who go on to further education take an active role in the various University Water Polo Teams around the country.     
There are many highlights for 2013-2014 where it saw Stirling compete very successfully at Scottish National Age Group level, collect our 1st trophy and having 12 players selected to play for Scotland in their respective Age Group Teams during 2014.
The following provides the main achievements of the section for 2013-2014
 

Completed Competitions

2013 Scottish League Under 18

5th place (as Kelpie)

2013 Scottish League Under 16 

Runners Up

2014 Scottish Cup Under 18 


Semi Finalists (as Kelpie)

2014 West Cup Seniors


Semi Finalists (as Kelpie)

2014 West Cup Under 18


Winners
2014 Sport for all Tournament Under 14
Runners Up

Current Competitions

2014 Scottish National League Under 18
Played 2 – Won 1 – Lost 1 (as Kelpie)
2014 Scottish National League Under 16
Played 7 – Won 5 – Lost 1 – Drew 1 (sitting 2nd equal)
 
Player Development
 
The following players who gained representative honours in 2014:

Girls

Lauren Dundee

Scotland Under 16
ASA Inter Regions
Walsall


18-19/01/14
Lucy Tweedle


Scotland Under 16
ASA Inter Regions
Walsall


18-19/01/14
Aithnie Lawrence

Scotland Under 16
ASA Inter Regions
Walsall


18-19/01/14
Mairead MacDonald

Scotland Under 16
ASA Inter Regions
Walsall


18-19/01/14

Sara Morrison


Scotland Under 18
ASA Inter Regions
Walsall


05-06/04/14

Skye Campbell

Scotland Under 18
ASA Inter regions
Walsall


05-06/04/14

Aisla Gordon


Scotland Under 18
ASA Inter Regions
Walsall


05-06/04/14

Boys

Reuben Bowman

Scotland Under 16
ASA Inter Regions
Walsall


08-09/02/14




Scotland Under 16 
BWMF Tournament
Andorra

04-07/09/14

Lewis Goldie


Scotland Under 16
BWMF Tournament
Andorra

04-07/09/14




Scotland Under 18
ASA Inter Regions
Manchester

12-13/07/14

Elliot Harris


Scotland Under 18
ASA Inter Regions
Manchester

12-13/07/14

Angus Cameron

Scotland Under 18
ASA Inter Regions
Manchester

12-13/07/14




Scotland Under 18
8 Nations 

Brno, Czech Rep
18-20/04/14

Jamie Murray


Scotland Under 18
8 Nations

Brno, Czech Rep
18-20/04/14

The above are the players that were chosen to represent Scotland this year, however we have many other players currently training in both the Scottish Boys and Scottish Girls Squads and it is hoped that more Stirling players will go on to represent their country in the near future.  

The following represented Caledonia (composite club) in the Under 17 ASA National Age Group Club Championships:
 

Wallsall 15/16 February 2014

Cameron Harris, Jamie Murray & Angus Cameron
Manchester 12/13 April 2014
Scottish Academy – many Stirling players continue to attend the Friday night academy sessions throughout the year at the Commonwealth Pool in Edinburgh. There they trained with many players from other clubs and has proved beneficial in readying our individuals for full Scottish Squad sessions.  
 
Scottish Water Polo Camp – NSA, Stirling

12 Stirling players attended this camp on the weekend of 1-3 August 2013.
Scottish Water Polo Camp – Eger, Hungary 
Lewis Aitchison and Reuben Bowmen were amongst 18 players to enrol in this Camp in Eger, Hungary at the end of July 

Coaching
 
David Dalziel & Fraser Harris continue to be the main coaches for the section. At times David Pettigrew has also attended and assisted our older players.
Ben Bowman & Joan Dundee attended and passed their Level 1 Coaches Course conducted through the Scottish Water Polo Camp in August.  

We are currently in discussion around expanding our section and we are looking to actively recruit new players from Stirling Swimming and beyond. As our plans develop we will be putting in place a more structured coaching set up that will help develop our current and future talent.
 
Development/Promotion
 
To help establish Water Polo in Stirling, it is incumbent on the Section to promote our minority sport as best we can and attract new players to the game. Work we have done in this respect this last year include:
 
Match Reports and Selection News regularly reported in the Stirling Observer (thank you to Patricia Malone for organising these articles)
Stirling Swimming Web Site fully used
Stirling Water Polo Facebook & Twitter Pages fully utilised
Stirling Water Polo Monthly Newsletter issued to all Parents (thank you to Jane Greenlee for maintaining the contact list and distributing all notices) 
 
 
 Fund Raising/Sponsorship
 
Cake Sales at Scottish League Events raised £356.65 (thank you to Judy Morrison and Family for organising and running these sales)

 
Transition to Senior Level
We continue to work with Forth Valley Water Polo to combine our Resources and play at Under 18 and Senior Water Polo as a composite team. We play as Kelpie Water Polo. 
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However for 2015 we will enter Scottish Competitions at Under 18 Level as Stirling Water Polo. We will continue to play appropriate Senior Competitions as Kelpie
2014 Objectives
 

The following are the priorities set for 2014, which if delivered, will ensure the continued development of our existing players and importantly set out a clear pathway for development and increase participation in the sport.

· Maintain weekly 90 minutes pool time at NSA

· Obtain further 1 hour pool time at either the Peak/School Pool to develop our 7 to 13 year olds players
· Ensure Section remains Self Funding

· Enter 2015 Under 18 Scottish League & Cup as Stirling WP

· Enter 2015 Under 16 Scottish League & Cup as Stirling WP

· Obtain ‘polomark’ accreditation through Scottish Swimming

 

 
Thank You

I wish to record my thanks to Jim Smith, who has given support to me and everyone in the Water Polo Section. Without his encouragement and trust, we would not have achieved the continuing success we have had in growing our sport.
 
I also want to thank Fraser Harris, Michelle Murray, Judy Morrison, Ivor Campbell and all parents who stepped up to help me this past year – as we grow the assistance by parents becomes invaluable.  
 
David Dalziel

Water Polo Coach
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